does not yet appear to have been accorded its true value. I There is also the possibility of competition resulting, not only in man's deprivation of essential amino acids, but of intoxication resulting from bacterial action on these substances, as, for instance, the effect of many organisms found in man's intestinal canal on tryptophane producing the toxic indol group, or the possible effect of the connection of methionine to cysteine producing that imbalance between the two, which leads to the production of hepatic cirrhosis.
We may legitimately inquire, therefore, how much of the hypoproteimemia, occurring in men on a poor protein diet, is due to the unfair competition of his intestinal flora for the meagre protein his diet affords.
We 
